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The Lancaster Conservancy started acquiring the land from PP&L Utilities that would become Fox Hollow 

Nature Preserve in 2016. To date, Fox Hollow Nature Preserve protects and conserves a total of 63 acres 

of public land. The Conservancy targeted this property for multiple reasons, one being the 1.25 Mile 

section of easy-grade hiking trail that utilizes the historic Pequea Trolley Line which runs parallel along 

Pequea Creek.   A section of the 63-mile-long Conestoga Trail, which runs from the Horseshoe Trail and 

US-322 (4 miles west of Brickerville) to the Southern end of Lancaster County, where is crosses the 

Norman Wood Bridge to connect with the Mason Dixon Trail, traverses the same 1.25-mile trail within 

the Preserve.   Additionally, the Preserve’s southern boundary abuts with the northern boundary of the 

88+ acre Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) State Game Lands No.288 creating a de facto larger 

contiguous area of preserved public land.  

Wildlife abounds along Pequea Creek with many songbirds, raptors and small mammals being seen.  

Rock outcroppings add visual seasonal interest, and this section of the creek is a big draw for paddle 

sports.  Hikers often observe kayakers and canoers paddling the water through riffles and drops as well 

as the Class III double drop at the locally known and named Suzy’s Hole.   

Prior to the Conservancy acquiring ownership from PP&L Utilities, the prior owner of the former 

Marticville Inn built a still intact parking lot at the corner of River and Marticville Road. For the public to 

access this parking lot, they need to cross a 32-foot-wide paved, privately owned parcel.  The private 

parcel landowner has indicated an interest in allowing the public to cross this section if in turn, the 

Conservancy can open and improve access to Pequea Creek.  

Currently there is no off-road parking, no permanent protection for the continuity of the regional 

Conestoga Trail, and no solidified public access for the PA State Game Lands.  Further, there is no 

sustainable creek access for paddle craft. Approximately 5.7 miles of stream exist between the public 

launch at Silver Mine Park in Pequea Township and an informal portage at Fox Hollow Nature Preserve 

in Martic Township. Typically, many canoers and kayakers take out at our Fox Hollow Nature Preserve.  

By getting the current ad-hoc vehicular parking off the shoulder of River Road and creating formal 

access, safety will be improved for those who visit. As this is public land, this project will serve not only 

the residents of Martic Township but also Lancaster County residents and all those from out of the area 

who come to visit. 

This proposed Parking and Visitor Access would serve multiple public open spaces and uses including Fox 

Hollow Nature Preserve, State Game Lands No.288, the Pequea Creek, and a section of the regional 

Conestoga Trail, none of which currently have adequate, safe public access. Current access to these 

open spaces is limited to shoulder parking at the busy intersection of Marticville Road (SR 0324) and 

River Road (SR 3017). There is no other single feasible access point that can serve as improved access for 

all these specific public open spaces and recreation opportunities.  
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The development of a Concept Plan that has agreement from all the key stakeholders is vital to ensure 

that all public interests and all needs of each partner are considered, while any possible conflict of use is 

resolved through sound and sustainable planning.  

RFP Available  Friday, February 10th, 2023 

Deadline to Submit Questions to the Conservancy Friday, February 17th,2023  

Deadline for Conservancy to Respond to Questions Wednesday, February 22nd, 2023 

Proposal due date Friday, March 3rd, 2023 

Firm selection and notice Wednesday, March 8th, 2023 
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for All Project Components

Base Plan Data Development  March 2023 

Key Stakeholder Meetings (3 meetings) April – June 2023 

Concept Designs April – June 2023 

Final Concept with Key Stakeholder Signatures July 2023  

Cost Estimate for Final Engineering, Permits and Construction July 2023 
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http://s3.amazonaws.com/landtrustalliance.org/LandTrustStandardsandPractices.pdf
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